If you are reading this on your computer display,
remember that Acrobat Reader has a zoom fea-

ture (under “View” in your top tool bar) for en-
larging or reducing text and graphics.

Next Computer Club (BVCC) Meeting

Live Webinar "Computer Hardware
Overview" presented by Jere Minick of
Florida

February 11, 2013; 7:30Pm Glenn Center
Multipurpose Room
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Notes from Kent
January Program Carry-over

Due to unanticipated glitches in the January pro-
gram on hardware, it will be presented on February
11" (with the companion program on computer
maintenance pushed back to March. Our special
thanks to Len Nasman for stepping into the breach
with an ad libbed program on Windows 8.
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APCUG Events

You'll recall that about a year ago the Club joined
the Association of Personal Computer User
Groups (APCUG). Since then we've had popular
and informative presentations by Abbey Stokes and
have two presentations scheduled (Feb. 11 and
March 11) by Jere Minick, both through the aus-
pices of APCUG.

But these are not the only advantages of APCUG.
Two upcoming events may be of interest to resi-
dents. The first is a Virtual Conference, on Febru-
ary 2, 2013, 1-5 p.m. (but in hourly sessions). Pro-
grams include, at 1 p.m., “Windows 8: Mysteries
and Misconceptions” and “To Cloud or Not to
Cloud, That is the Question,” at 2 p.m., “Freeware
and Shareware” and “Using Your Smartphone for
Everything,” at 3 p.m. “Are We Losing This Gener-
ation's Photos” and “iPad Basics and a Bit More,”
and a single program at 4 p.m., “How to Publicize
Your User Group.” The programs are available live
online (with live questions and responses—submit-
ted from your keyboard). Preregistration (anytime
before the session begins) is free but required, and
you can register for both simultaneous programs
and switch between the two as you please. Registra-
tion is at
https://apcug.ilinc.com/perl/ilinc/lms/event.pl .

A description of the virtual conferences and links to
previous conferences is at
http://apcug.net/virtual/index.htm .

More to come, turn page < < <
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More details on the program for the Feb. 2™ confer-
ence are at http://apcug.net/virtual/index_vc6.htm .

The other event of interest (sponsored by FAPCUG
—Florida Association of Computer User Groups) is
the Fourth Technology Conference@sea, December
7-15, 2013, combining a cruise to the Eastern Car-
ibbean and a computer conference featuring ex-
hibits, demonstrations, vendors, and receptions
(with 400 attendees at the Third Conference) as
well as the usual amenities of a cruise Because of
the Club's membership in APCUG, you will enjoy
member-rate registration. More details are available
on the last page of this newsletter.

Java Alert

By Kent

Java is a free software program (distributed by
Oracle) that has become a standard tool in the inter-
net environment. In brief, it allows different
browsers and operating systems to have the same
functionality by providing an environment and tools
independent of specific operating systems or manu-
facturers. For these reasons, the Club has recom-
mended that members use Java but with the under-
standing that it must be kept up-to-date.

The importance of this last proviso is doubly clear
in mid-January. It has been reported in the national
media that “bad guys” are using weaknesses in Java
to install ransomware that claims to be from the FBI
and tells a user that s/he must make a payment be-
cause the FBI has identified copyright violations on
the user's computer.

You can probably just install the patch for Java (this
is identified by an orange “Java”

symbol [stylized drawing of a steam-

ing cup of coffee] on the status bar

[usually in the lower-right-hand corner

of the monitor] with a pop-up notice

of “Java Update Available”]); how-

ever, it may be best to uninstall Java and install the
latest version. The following are Java's uninstall
recommendations.

Windows 7 / Vista - Uninstall Programs
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Click Start
Select Control Panel
Select Programs

Click Programs and Features

A e

Select the program you want to uninstall [in
this case Java]by clicking on it, and then
click the Uninstall button.

You probably need administrator privileges to re-
move programs.

Windows XP - Uninstall Programs
1. Click Start
2. Select Control Panel

3. Click the Add/Remove Programs control
panel icon

4. The Add/Remove control panel displays a
list of software on your system, including
any Java software products that are on your
computer. Select any that you want to unin-
stall [Java] by clicking on it, and then click
the Remove button.

Once it is removed, go to http//www.java.com and
install the latest version. One reason that this is
preferable is that older versions of Java may still of-
fer the vulnerability. While it would be safest to
forgo Java for a while, such a decision is likely to
curtail your web browsing experience (you will
know this when a website advises you that it cannot
display something because Java is required).

Even as this article was being written in mid-Janu-
ary, Oracle (the owner of Java) released patches on
the 13™ to repair vulnerabilities. But, only three
days later, an ad on an illicit bulletin board offered a
new version of the malware for only $5,000. Addi-
tionally, an antivirus company reported that it had
seen a phony update to Java, which when installed,
transferred control of a computer to an external ma-
chine. All this leads to the caution that updates
should only be accepted from the Java site


http://www.java.com/
mailto:Conference@sea
http://apcug.net/virtual/index_vc6.htm
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(http://www.java.com), and serious consideration
should be given to uninstalling Java.

Windows 7 Tips

By Len

An increasing number of BVCC members are using
Windows 7. If you have been using an earlier ver-
sion of Windows and are planning to upgrade, I rec-
ommend Windows 7 over Windows 8 because Win-
dows 8 has been designed for touch panels and does
not work as well as Windows 7 for desktop or lap-
top applications. There have been some changes be-
tween Windows XP and 7. Here are some tips for
Windows 7 users.

The Windows 7 Calculator

There are some new features on the Windows 7
Calculator. To open the calculator, select Start, All
Programs, Accessories, Calculator.

Accessories =
| Calculator

& Command Prompt %

B Connect to a Projector
| Getting Started

+ Math Input Panel

| Notepad

! Paint

webmaster

Documents
Pictures

Music
& Remote Desktop Connection
“ Run Games
> Snipping Tool
“\\ Sound Recorder
Sticky Notes

% Sync Center
Starting the Calculator

Computer

Control Panel

When the Calculator is  Calculator
first started, it shows the ba-

sic functions you probably

|View | Edit Help
© Standard
Scientific

Alt+1
Alt+2

Programmer Alt+3
expect. However, there are a L g
number of other calculator History Ctrl+H
functions available. g
© Basic Ctrl+F4
If you select View on the Unhicmeeien, b
Date calculation Ctrl+E
Calculator Menubar, you Worksheets

will find a number of differ- ||~~~ = I
ent calculator types.

Here is an ex-
ample of us- ||
ing the Scien-
tific calcula-
tor. If you

took sl (e | SLS I s ol |
trigonometry :
in school, the
example of the Do e 0 ' [P
Sinof30 de- | " < © o

9| Degrees

grees will
bring back memories. To get the result shown, enter
30 and select the Sin button.

The Programmer cal- FH
culator, among other '

functions, allows you
to convert between
Decimal, Binary, e
Hexadecimal, and Oc-

tal. As an example se- B
lect the Dec option, e fisal El o 1l

enter a number, and

then select Bin to see
the equivalent number
in 1's and 0's.

View Edit Help

The Statistics calcula-
tor provides the typical
functions used in that
field.

A handy calculator op-
tion is Unit Conver-
sion. In the following
example, 1 acre is con-
verted to square feet.
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lect the f unit t
0
Area =z
MC MR MS M M
— | E C & 1
T 8 ] % Acres i =
4 5 6 1/x Tq
43560
1 2 3
F— | Square feet >
0
)

Using the Date Conversion option, I discovered
that I had lived 26,014 days up to the time I wrote
these words.

Using one of the calculator Worksheets, 1 also dis-
covered that if you drive 3,016 miles and use 91
gallons of gas, you got 33 miles per gallon.

If you have the need for quick calculations while
you are in front of your computer, the Windows 7
Calculator is a ready and able assistant.

Windows Explorer

Windows Explorer is the secret to taking control of
your computer. To learn more, visit the BVCC
Schoolhouse.

Click to jump to the Schoolhouse.

sehoalbouse flless, " * H- windows 7 libraries  © #

\WelcomettotthelBV OIS choblhouse

Computer Club Computer Tricks BVCC Schoolhouse " Email Info LibreOffice Tutorials

Computer TricKs

PIOF files with information desigmed 10 help smprove your computer whilks

Computer Tips

Windaws Tips and Tricks (Windows XP)
Using Windaws Explarer (Windows XP)
Usirug Windows Explores (Windows 7)
The Bulld Your Own Computer Saga

Mome  About

Vidwon Comtact

Found on the bvres.org web site
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Extra Desktop Pictures

You may already know how to change your desktop
background to some nice scenes of the USA. You
may not know that there are also scenes from other
countries hidden in your Windows 7 computer. Here
is how to put them where you can add them to a
desktop slide show.

v Select the Start tool at the lower left corner of
your Desktop.

v Type

+ See more results

Shutdown »

C\Windows\Globa nzauon\MCT[I *

C:\Windows\Globalization\MCT in the

search box,

and press the — —_—— T
Enter key. e — e
This will open --D:;&m ..Jc‘r.m u&ra ,..L'm
Windows Ex- || =< I W

plorer and re- || v = T M
veal folders Pl s S AL '

for 5 different
countries.

v Double click on the MCT-AU folder, then double
click on the Australia folder.

|« MET » MCT-AU * Australia «| ¢+ | Search Au... P |

c®

Organize = Include in library = Share with = Slide show =
4 Music =
*. Pictures ="
8 Videos
+% Homegroup AU-wpLjpg AU-wpZjpg
2 webmaster
A Computer o
& Network =
4 Control Panel AU-wpd.jpg AU-wp5.jpg
% Reecycle Bin
J 6 items

If you use the Change your view tool to display
Large Icons, you should see 6 nice pictures from
Australia in Windows Explorer.


http://www.bvres.org/BVWeb2012/bvreshome.html
http://www.bvres.org/BVWeb2012/Computer_club/bvcc/schoolhouse_files/computer_tricks.html
http://www.bvres.org/BVWeb2012/Computer_club/bvcc/schoolhouse_files/computer_tricks.html
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Because the MCT folder is a hidden system folder,
the next trick is to copy the pictures to a folder
where you can easily find them.

v Hold the Ctrl key down and select each of the 6
pictures.

v Right click on one of the selected pictures and
select the Copy option from the context menu.

v In the Windows Explorer window, select
Libraries, Pictures, Public Pictures, and right
click on the Sample Pictures folder and select
Paste from the context menu.

« Public Pictures » Sample Pictures

Organize = Share with = Slhide show Burn MNew folder - T | | o

Pictures Iibrar},r

4 Il Desktop
4 Libraries
AU-wpd.jpg AU- WF5-1P5 AU-wpt.jpg
Documents
4. Music
= "m'.’ -
L My Pictures
4 | Public Pictures Chrysanthemu Desert.jpg Hydrangus P
m.jpg

Sample Picture
—

feee . [ SR A

14 items ° B Shared
v If you want more pictures, repeat this process for
the other country MCT folders.

Now that you have collected the pictures, you might
want to know how to use them to personalize your
desktop.

v Right click on an empty area of the Desktop and
select Personalize.

v In the
Personalize
dialog box,
select
Desktop
Background

v In the

Desktop
Background .
dialog box,

select Browse and then locate Libraries,
Pictures, Public Pictures, Sample Pictures.

v In the Desktop Background dialog box, either
choose Select All or Clear All and then Ctrl
+select the pictures you want to use.

v Choose the -
picture change |5
time and

toggle the e aluisiebiai
Shuffle option | s
on or off. ksl

Choose your desktop background

deskiog background. or select maose than one picture 1o

re location: | Sample Pictures = Browse._

Clear all

o - \Users\Puhllc\PubIlc Pictures\Sample Pictures (32)

v Select Save
Changes and
then close the
Personalize
dialog box.

Now you can
enjoy scenes

Cancel

Save changes |

from other
countries as your Desktop background slide show.
Of course you are not limited to the stock pictures
for your Desktop. You can browse to any folder and
select any pictures you desire.

Windows Slide Show Gadget

Windows 7 has Gadgets that can occupy space on
your Desktop. The Clock and Weather Gadgets
might be the most popular. Since we are on the
topic of browsing for pictures, it might be a good
time to review the Slide Show Gadget.

v Right click on an empty area of the Desktop and
select the Gadgets option.

Gadgets are added to
the Desktop by drag-
ging them to the de-
sired location.

Dragging means left ks

click on an object
and (while holding the left mouse button down)
moving the mouse to a new location.

v Drag the Slide Show Gadget to a location on
the Desktop.
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When you hover the mouse B APCUG Cruise
pointer over a Gadget, tools iy S [opton: _ .
P n Click for info

will appear.

Selecting the Options
tool will open a dialog Folder

Pictures Library - _: . =3
box where you can ad- AT E‘i Royal Caribbean - Independence of the Seas
1 1 1 Show each picture: Saturday, December 7, 2013 - Sunday, December 15, 2013
Just Slide Show settings. 15 se::.a: < . The Florida Association of Computer User Groups (FACUG)
Selecting the button to | Tetenbeteenpicues revar R e L e

oy
feronce on the hgh sess ond 1 becurn Io by mised. b o pant of FACUGS
ereed Sud o whist prom ses 1o be ang ATICN

the right of the Folder e
name will open a

s stirts @t S579 07 persen « pa o

dmg trw FACUG 575 oarly-bod nowntve
©f e Seus: suing on Sakurciy.
o

i W
See e Aoy _J-LLc.u wutsdo (www,00L0om) W mory Thormalicr aboul e $ho

browser window where cwa  scwm G m.wg;s Contng <+ Fongwes +Tames o _n,.:-,_w_?"
you can select the folder where your slide show pic- | | &t & = = W e
tures are located. oo B - j;?‘ My e
Qcourven G 5 L 101 o 167 SB2E 0T
Baicory B 15 T4 200 1167 105587
You can also select the timing and transition style ;:NMT:ZMZ M::;;u:::mju Lo b S
from the Options dialog box. B e s

S00end parson 0 e caten who newt fof be o olub momber. The eory-bird refund is 575 po* conference attlendee.

nghudec ©1 the conlenence loe aro mary oxd perky including o Wecome Sag 10 of goodws. te Moel & Grool cocuiad

partes wheh oo i b B evey year ane @ low scdlonal supeses. The 5250/person cruise deposit is
pletely ble until 7. 2013 when the balance is due.

2 Severs 'oabors @oand Fam Beach County 10 he Port of Forl Lasdurcals and tacs lor o

L e W e buses I'o
X v weil loos i buses om olher ponts i+ Fiorda 1 iere & suMicen comard

weh Wiy

LutJ.. ity we gd 200+ cocupid cubsiry wl-»ﬁ:x)omn. Al thg orang, asmwiuuw"dwiln "0 responderd.

3 u CU Betwisen comlerence B 4nd parly ime. Ask your
g oy bed fues, o brud nped ig regrter ke the
2w g bocung agord ~oled bolow

L am inchuding my $190/ coupie tl?sfun-ule] Ln«k until June 1, 2013,
Piease 0 out Ihe fodeweng form and 2900 1 0 2 Crvip0e w uu Cwxe Myl o

John Witmer; FACUG Treasurer, 3312 Sheehan Drive, Land O° Lakes, FL 34638-8036.
Once I s con, Send &0 el watainng e completec information belew to president@facing org with 2 cc to
reasuren@facug.org w Lme-stama your submission, snce Royel Caricosan has imited ou number of atendees.
Then call booking agent Dean Leblanc (B66-606-2067) to book your crulse,

DATE: COMPUTER & TECHNOLOGY CLUB:

NAMES OF BOTH PEOPLE:

EMAILS: - FPHONE &:
Check & Amourrt - 2017 FACUG CONFFRENCE CRUTSE

For mave cruise information, call booking agent Dean LeBianc at Cruise Buyers Choice toll-froe: B66-808-2067.
For more fon ¢ email i’ com.

ebmaster Desktop

v Select Slide Show options as desired and enjoy
the show.
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